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Why Study Core Maths?
▪MATHS IS FOR EVERYONE!. Core Maths is diverse, engaging and essential in equipping students with the right 
skills to reach their future destination, whatever that may be

▪Core Maths is an umbrella term for a type of level 3 post-16 maths qualification.

▪These courses can be taken alongside A levels and vocational qualifications.

▪They are equal in size to an AS level, and carry the same UCAS tariff.

▪Core Maths focuses on applying maths to solve real life problems, and has been developed with support from 
employers and higher education institutions.

▪The courses are designed to:

▪Consolidate and build mathematical understanding

▪Foster the ability to think mathematically and apply maths in unfamiliar situations

▪Support students’ learning in other subjects requiring quantitative skills

▪Prepare students for the real-life mathematical demands of further study and employment



Course Content…click for more info
Compulsory content

3.1 Analysis of data

3.2 Maths for personal finance

3.3 Estimation

3.4 Critical analysis of given 
data and models

Optional content

3.5 The normal distribution

3.6 Probabilities and 

estimation

3.7 Correlation and regression

3.8 Critical path and risk 
analysis

3.9 Expectation

3.10 Cost benefit analysis

3.11 Graphical methods

3.12 Rates of change

3.13 Exponential functions

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350/subject-content/analysis-of-data
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350/subject-content/maths-for-personal-finance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350/subject-content/estimation
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350/subject-content/critical-analysis-of-given-data-and-models-including-spreadsheets-and-tabular-data
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350/subject-content/the-normal-distribution
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350/subject-content/probabilities-and-estimation
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350/subject-content/correlation-and-regression
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350/subject-content/critical-path-analysis
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350/subject-content/expectation
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350/subject-content/cost-benefit-analysis
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350/subject-content/graphical-methods
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350/subject-content/rates-of-change
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350/subject-content/exponential-functions


AO breakdown 



AO breakdown (cont’d) 

AO1: Use and apply standard techniques

Students should be able to:

Accurately recall facts, terminology and definitions

Accurately carry out set tasks in contexts requiring single- and multi-step solutions

AO2: Select appropriate techniques to solve problems in a mathematical or non-mathematical 
context and analyse data and represent situations mathematically

Students should be able to:

Select the athematics required to solve a problem

Analyse data and/or given information in order to draw conclusions

Represent situations mathematically



AO breakdown (cont’d) 

AO3: Devise strategies to solve problems where the method is not obvious and communicate 
processes and results

Students should be able to:

Devise strategies to solve problems where the method is not obvious

Make realistic assumptions to enable solutions to be obtained

Evaluate the reasonableness of a solution

Communicate clearly using appropriate mathematical notation, language and diagrammatic 
representation



Induction 
Lesson






