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Northampton International Academy is a local school with a global vision and we believe that this is at the very core 

of our curriculum offer. Every school in the East Midlands Academy Trust (EMAT) is committed to providing the 

highest standard of education so that all children are supported to be the best that they can be. This will be achieved 

by the delivery of a well-planned and highly effective curriculum which driven by our values. We believe in the 

transformational power of education. Transformation is in the very fabric of the building, having been transformed 

from the derelict and disused Royal Mail sorting office into a state-of-the-art educational facility. 

Even in this difficult time of pandemic, we have managed to maintain a broad and balanced curriculum, with key 

stage 3 learners accessing the specialist facilities on a rotational basis. In addition to our delivery of subject-based 

curriculum, we also have our character education that is being introduced throughout our school as its DNA from 

reception through to Year 13.  This character curriculum will help prepare children for future learning and their adult 

lives. Focusing on the characteristics of Responsibility, Collaboration, Respect, Care, Excellence and Aspiration, our 

DNA of NIA will complement our subject curriculum. 

EMAT schools will provide the young people in our communities with an inclusive curriculum, based on the National 

Curriculum, which is ambitious and designed to give learners, particularly the most disadvantaged, the knowledge 

and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. All pupils will study the full curriculum, but where this is not 

practical – for example for some learners with high levels of special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) – 

their curriculum may be supported differently but still be ambitious to meet their needs. 

The curriculum is coherently planned and sequenced to enable pupils to build constantly on their prior learning, 

whilst developing and deepening their understanding. Our innovative approach combines concepts from the 

forefront of educational research so that teachers design learning opportunities so that pupils learn most effectively. 

The use of approaches such as spaced or distributed practice, interleaving, retrieval practice, elaboration, dual 

coding and metacognition help pupils to move learning from their short-term to their long-term memory. Pupils will 

be provided with the opportunities to acquire an increasing array of broader skills, including critical thinking, 

resilience, working with others, problem solving, leadership. These attributes will prepare them to be successful in 

their future learning and employment. 

EMAT schools nurture a set of values to educate pupils to have integrity, and be responsible, respectful, active 

citizens. We aim to encourage our pupils to contribute positively to society and have an understanding, appreciation 

and respect of diversity. A house system will be introduced in November to create a vertical sense of small school 

culture, with positive opportunities for leadership and competition. This additional element to school life will 

enhance the ‘traditional’ curriculum with enrichment opportunities for all from reception to Year 13. 

EMAT defines the curriculum as the totality of a child’s experience of education from 3-19, which comprises:  

• subject knowledge explicitly taught  

• exposure to cultural capital which will support success in adult life  

• a high standard of teaching and learning 

•  assessment and feedback regarding progress  

• extracurricular activities (2020-21 COVID-19 restrictions) 

• teaching of metacognitive skills and techniques to aid learning  

• development of broader employability skills and personal qualities 

 

Curriculum Key Performance Indicators All schools in the East Midlands Academy Trust aspire to providing a 

curriculum which meets the vision of the Trust by:  

• Providing the full breadth of the National Curriculum as a minimum for all year groups, ensuring their 

curriculum offer is inclusive and that all pupils are able to access the same provision, albeit with some being 

given extra support  

• Ensuring lessons provide appropriate sequencing of learning, building on prior learning with increasing 

breadth and depth, towards clearly defined end points.  



• Supporting children to learn how to learn effectively using techniques such as interleaving, retrieval practice, 

graphic organisers, etc  

• Assessing children’s learning towards end points regularly and honestly, providing feedback to maximise 

further learning so that every child can be the best that they can be  

 

Students should have a broad understanding of many subjects and how they interconnect. Performing and Creative 

Arts and Sport are valued in all key stages to compliment the core and English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) subjects so 

students access opportunities to develop academic resilience and develop their creativity and confidence.  In the 

primary phase we currently have a full-time PE teacher and we are broadcasting in Spanish lessons so that the 

learners benefit from specialist teachers. 

At key stage 3, learners study a broad range of subjects which aim to provide a platform for more specialised 

learning at key stage 4 and beyond. Our key stage 3 is a three year programme aimed at establishing deep 

understanding and a breadth of opportunity and understanding. At Key Stage 4 and 5, learners are able to study a 

selection of GCSEs, BTECs and A Levels. We encourage selection of both Ebacc and creative subjects in order to 

personalise the learning for all learners of differing abilities. We aim for all children to leave school with a level of 

literacy and numeracy that will allow them to access the next stage of their education, training or work.  

All learners deserve an education that prepares them for the world of work; enabling them to secure happy and 

productive lives. Careers support and guidance, focused on the Gatsby benchmarks, helps to nurture talent and a 

love of learning whilst focusing on a future beyond school.  

As soon as the health and safety guidance allows, we shall resume our learning outside the classroom which we 

believe should be an essential part of being a student at NIA. There is usually a comprehensive choice of extra-

curricular activities to choose from including music, performing arts, sports teams and Duke of Edinburgh as well as 

many other activities to support learning. Trips and visits enrich the curriculum with many opportunities for all young 

people with the aim of promoting wider engagement.  

Our curriculum aims to support students in their academic journey, but also enables them to enhance their given 

talents whatever they may be; building confident young adults, with strong character attributes, who have the 

resilience and strength of character to be successful in the wider world. 


