
Early Years Foundation Stage and KS 1 Literacy 

EYFS 

At NIA Reception children are set objectives using the Statutory Framework for the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  Children’s understanding of mark making, letters, sounds and 
words, as well their development of reading skills, are supported using the Development 
Matters Statements and Early Excellence statements for their age and stage, which leads 
to the Early Learning Goals.   

Early Excellence Assessment Tracker (EXAT) holds assessment information for children in 
Reception. Evidence of children’s progress is gathered through photographs, pictures and 
recordings of their play, as well as formal examples of adult-led English tasks.     

KS1  

The National Curriculum sets out the statutory entitlement to learning for all pupils in 
each Key Stage. The programmes of study set out what children should be taught.  

The programmes of study consist of the following dimensions: 

• Spoken Language  
• Reading: 

- Word Reading 
- Comprehension (both listening and reading) 

• Writing: 
- Transcription (spelling and handwriting) 
- Composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing). 

• Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation (integrated within the teaching of Spoken 
Language, Reading and Writing) 

Phonics  

We provide consistent practice, progression and continuity in the teaching and learning of 
spelling and phonics throughout the school. 

At NIA, the phonics programme “Read Write Inc”, teaches synthetic phonics, is used to 
assess and support children with their writing, spelling and decoding skills.  

Each child in KS1 will take part in a daily phonics lesson for 40 minutes  

Children who may still need extra support with phonic work are identified and for targeted 
intervention strategies.  

For further information on Read, Write Inc please click here 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/programmes/phonics/  

Reading 

Whole Class Teaching of Reading: 

Teachers use comprehension tasks and tests alongside the curriculum statements, to assess 
the skills they need to teach children.  

Whole class teaching of reading focuses on six main comprehension skills:  

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/programmes/phonics/


• Retrieval 
• Making Inferences 
• Language in Context 
• Author’s Choice of Language 
• Responding to the Text 
• Themes and Conventions 

Teachers explicitly teach key strategies for reading independently and give children 
opportunities to apply this learning through independent tasks. Texts are carefully 
selected to reflect a specific teaching focus and be at an appropriate pitch. Adults will ask 
questions to promote discussion and extend the children’s thinking and develop their 
responses to the text.  

KS1 

Children receive daily reading practice within their Read Write Inc (RWI) sessions. 
Additional year group objectives will be taught through whole class reading skills lessons, 
which will usually fit into a sequence of English lessons.  

A typical reading lesson in Year 1 to 6 will usually be structured as follows:   

• Introductory task (about 5 to 10 minutes). This gives children the chance to be 
active in a skill they will use within the lesson. Suggested activities include Blooms 
Taxonomy questioning of a linked picture/concept or matching vocabulary from text to 
definitions. 

• The main teaching activity (about 30 to 40 minutes) This will include a clear 
learning intention of the reading skill being taught. Both teaching input and pupil 
activities and a balance between whole class, grouped, paired and individual work.  

• A plenary (about 5 minutes). This will provide an opportunity for assessment, both 
self and teacher, or further development and application, such as improving a written 
response to a text or deciding if a response fits a success criteria.  

Comprehension skills are best taught alongside writing and grammar; enabling children to 
have a stimulating context for their writing, and to see the effect of an author’s choice of 
language.  Every class has a ‘Core Text List’, which link to units in the curriculum. Core 
texts are usually used as the class book and where possible should be used to teach writing 
and reading skills through.  Teachers use a variety of different activities, such as drama, 
hot-seating and visualisation, to engage children in the texts. By exposing children to a 
‘whole’ text in this way, children develop an enjoyment of reading and develop a deeper 
understanding of stories.  

In addition, structured comprehension tasks provide a range of questions for children to 
practise working independently and an opportunity to give written responses to what they 
have read.  

Independent Reading 

Children need to be given the opportunity and encouragement to read independently in 
order to build confidence, stamina and fluency, as well as develop their experience of a 
range of books and authors.  Adults will listen to the children read, providing them with a 
range of decoding strategies and engage in discussion to promote reading for meaning.   

Reading with an adult, be that the teacher, teaching assistant or volunteer, is especially 
important for EYFS and KS1 children where Word Reading forms a large part of National 



Curriculum, as well as for SEND and underperforming children in KS2 who may need to 
consolidate skills from previous years. 

Adults are also encouraged to read to children, modelling expression and providing 
children with an opportunity to listen and enjoy stories.  

Parental Involvement 

The connection between reading at school and home is vitally important. This is a direct 
line of communication regarding reading between parents and teachers. Reading logs are 
checked daily by the class teacher or support staff member.  It is vital that parents hear 
their child/ children read. We also emphasise the value of parents reading to their child 
and to become reading role models in the home environment. It is integral for children to 
see adults around them reading; encouraging reading for pleasure.   

At NIA we follow a banded book programme. This banding system ensures children are 
accessing the right text level for their reading ability. This encourages children to feel 
confident about their reading abilities, have appropriate challenge in the reading text and 
ensures they can choose a book independently without having to always check with the 
teacher.  

Children can use the library to select any book which is pitched at a similar level to their 
banded book. They are also encouraged to take home free choice books from either the 
library or their classroom. To foster a love of reading and encourage our children to read 
for pleasure, every class also has a wide range of stimulating, up to date books.  

Early Years 

The expectation is to read at least five times a week for 10 minutes. Parents note the 
date, write a comment each time and sign each entry. Books will be changed regularly but 
not necessarily every day as is beneficial for parents to reread books with their child (see 
Appendix 5: A Parent Guide to Teaching Early Reading Skills).  Children need to bring their 
book bag and reading books to school every day.  Teaching staff and parent volunteer 
readers will hear children read during the week and will also write a comment in the 
child’s reading record book.        

KS1  

Parents/ carers should ensure they are listening to their child read. The expectation is to 
read at least five times a week for a minimum of 10 minutes. Book bags, reading books 
and reading records should be brought into school every day.  

As children become independent and fluent readers, who read for pleasure on a daily 
basis, then they may wish to read longer chapter books uninterrupted. The expectation is 
that parents still spend time listening to the child read a short extract of their text and 
discuss their child’s book using the parent questions to guide. 

Writing 

We want children to become independent, enthusiastic and expressive writers who are 
able to write in a meaningful way. They should write for a variety of audiences and be 
confident in the language style for a specific purpose.  Pupils should regard themselves as 
writers and value their own work and that of others. 



Pupils will be taught to: 
• use writing to communicate ideas and information to a reader 
• write in a grammatically accurate way 
• develop an increasingly wide vocabulary suited to purpose and genre 
• understand the conventions of written language 
• understand how writers can have an effect on the reader 
• incorporate ideas and skills of other authors into their own writing 
• draft and re-draft, making significant revisions where appropriate 
• work collaboratively with other children to discuss the editing of written work 
• use ICT as a tool for writing 
• use spelling, punctuation and syntax accurately and with confidence 
• provide a rich and stimulating language environment, where speaking and listening, 

reading and writing are integrated. 

In EYFS classes English teaching is spread throughout the day.   

In KS1, a dedicated daily English lesson is planned in daily for each class, which will last 
for an hour.  

Spelling 

Teachers also teach the spelling rules and common exception words specific to their year 
group as outlined in the government spelling appendix. This means Key Stage 1 teachers 
need to ensure the requirements of the National Curriculum are met beyond Read Write 
Inc sessions and teach spelling explicitly within English lessons. 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/programmes/spelling/ 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/programmes/spelling/

