
Sixth Form Prospectus



Welcome
Northampton International Academy offers a wide range of A-level and BTEC courses for school leavers in our
award-winning main building.
Our teachers are all highly skilled professionals and experts in their fields; therefore, their focus is firmly on
making sure that all of our students achieve exceptional examination and vocational results. 
We’re a highly inclusive and vibrant sixth form, proud of the diversity that exists among our staff and students.
Visitors to sixth form often comment on the friendly, welcoming and positive atmosphere they experience here. I
believe that this comes from our strong sense of community, characterised by warm and respectful relationships
between staff and students. 
Northampton International Academy is a place where you will be expected to work hard but where you will also
be given plenty of opportunities to develop new skills, undertake work experience with many of our
partners,make new friends and get involved in a range of extra-curricular activities.
If you join us, we’ll offer an outstanding sixth form experience, helping you to successfully make the transition to
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higher education or employment. We do this by treating students as adults, working with
them to take ownership of their learning and plan their future. Whatever your background,
we will treat you as an individual; be ambitious for you and broaden your horizons. Above
all, we will do everything we can to help you reach your full potential.



Curriculum
Our Sixth Form curriculum is designed to maximise the potential of young people.

Working in partnership with students and parents, we will ensure every student follows a personalised

programme of study that allows them to make progress and that will prepare them for Post-18 education and

work.This means that all our students will be enrolled on courses that are challenging and appropriate for

their background and ambition. Students will receive guidance and support in Sixth Form. They will also be

given the opportunity to engage with purposeful and meaningful non-qualification activities.

 

A-Levels
 

Students sit linear A-Levels in all subjects. This means that students will be assessed at the end of Year 13.

Full mock exams will be sat by Year 12 students for each subject during Term 6. This will be used as the

basis for UCAS references.

To take an A-Level, students must meet the individual subject grade requirement, which is generally 5 Grade

5s of more, including English and Maths, as well as Grade 6 grades in any relevant GCSE subject. More

information can be found on individual subject pages.



Curriculum
All A-Levels are challenging, high-status qualifications, but some are particularly prized by universities and

employers. These are called facilitating subjects and we encourage all students to study at least 1 of the

following:

English (Literature or Language)

Mathematics

The Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Computer Science)

Humanities (History and Geography)

Modern Foreign Languages (Spanish)

 

BTECs
 

BTEC lessons will be as practical as possible and will focus on preparation for application of skills in the

workplace.

BTECs will be certifiable at the end of Year 12 and at the end of Year 13. Students will need 5 Grade 5s or

above, including English and Maths to study BTECs, though exceptions may be made to this.



Courses
For the sixth formers joining us in September 2020, we propose to offer the following courses, dependant on

take-up:

A Levels

Art 

Biology

Chemistry

Computer Science

English Literature

Business Studies

History

Geography

Mathematics

Psychology

Physics

Product Design

Sociology

Spanish

Drama

BTECs

Creative Media (single) Health and Social Care (double) Sport and Exercise Science (single)

Please note: Courses may be subject to change according to demand and timetabling constrictions.



Entry requirements
In order to gain entry on a programme of A level study, students will be required to achieve:

At least five grade 5s or above or 9-5 grades at GCSE or an equivalent Level 2 qualification.
At least a grade 5 in BOTH GCSE English and Mathematics must be achieved.
Students are required to possess at least a grade 5  in their chosen A Level subjects proposed to
be studied.

 

Please see the list below for subject specific requirements.

Biology: The student MUST achieve a grade 6 in GCSE Biology 

Chemistry: The student MUST achieve a grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry and level 5 in Maths

Maths: The student MUST achieve a grade 6/7 grade in a GCSE Maths 

Physics: The student MUST achieve a grade 6 grade in GCSE Physics and level 5 in Maths

Psychology: The student MUST achieve a grade 6 grade in a GCSE humanities subject or science

 

A student achieving a grade 4 in either GCSE English or GCSE Mathematics may still be eligible to study

other A Level subjects at NIA Post-16 if they are able to fulfil the other entry criteria published above.



Performance
Northampton International Academy is rated a good school
by Ofsted.
 
'"Leaders and those responsible for governance are
passionate and committed to securing the very best
outcomes for all pupils, irrespective of their background."
Ofsted, July 2019
 
"Leaders are aspirational for the pupils. They track pupils’
progress closely and provide them with close support when
required." Ofsted, July 2019
 
"Pupils study a broad range of subjects and
enjoy a variety of experiences and activities." Ofsted, July
2019
 

https://files.api.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50096773


Dress code
Our dress code for sixth formers is smart/professional. As a rule, attire should be appropriate for a formal job

interview or similar setting,

 

Some of our golden rules:

Trousers should not be too tight and not made of jeans material

Dresses should not be revealing or see-through

Shoulders not exposed - no strappy tops

High heels are permitted but not stilettos

No extreme hairstyles

No facial piercings except earrings (no more than two per ear)

https://files.api.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50096773


Facilities
Sixth formers at Northampton International Academy benefit from their own designated study space and
common area, including a cafe serving hot and cold food and drinks, and a roof terrace.
Also on the sixth form floor is a gym featuring a range of exercise equipment free to students to use.
The school itself boasts outstanding teaching facilities, including a 400-seat theatre, four-court rooftop sports
hall and specialist workshop and design classrooms.

https://files.api.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50096773


Pastoral Support
At Northampton International Academy we invest strongly in the care, welfare and happiness of our
community.
To ensure the very best support and care, we have adopted a year group model which creates a sense of
family and belonging.
Each year group has a dedicated Head of Year whose job it is support students both pastorally and
academically. The Heads of Year are ably supported and assisted by Pastoral Support Assistants who are
available to both students and parents/carers throughout the day. Within each year group we have an
excellent team of Form Tutors, which support students to make good progress in their lessons and also help
to foster a sense of family.
Each year group in the Secondary Phase is line managed by a Head of Key Stage and an Assistant
Headteacher who focus on the day to day welfare needs of students and carefully monitor their academic
progress.



Careers
At NIA, it is our aim to ensure that all children achieve their personal best. In careers education, this
translates into every pupil making aspirational choices for their progression. Through informed and
personalised careers guidance we will ensure, that whatever pathway they choose (academic,
vocational or apprenticeship), they will be equipped with the skills, knowledge and understanding to
prepare them for the world of work.
 
It is our goal to ensure that at 100% of children at NIA will meet the government expectation post 16
by:

staying in full-time education
starting an apprenticeship or training programme
spending 20 hours or more a week working or volunteering, while in part-time education or training

 
We will do this through bespoke careers guidance, by brokering appropriate work or training
placements and in tracking destinations. It is our goal to ensure that post 18 all young people gain
access to education, employment or training that ensures their progression into higher education,
training or the world of work.



About East Midlands Academy Trust
East Midlands Academy Trust was incorporated in
September 2012. East Midlands Academy Trust is a
Multi Academy Trust based in the centre of
Northampton. Since incorporation, the MAT now
includes five primary academies, one secondary
academy and one all-through 4-19 Free School.
East Midlands Academy Trust’s key ambition is
straightforward - to create excellent academies.

Vision, Values and Purpose
 
‘Every child deserves to be the best they can be’
 
We are driven by a strong moral purpose that every child has the right to outstanding teaching and
leadership. It is our mission to work with our children, their parents and carers and our staff to create
excellent schools. Schools that demonstrate integrity of purpose through high aspiration for every
child. We set high expectations for our leaders and teachers to support and stretch every child. We
ensure that they make excellent progress and build the skills, knowledge and attributes that will
prepare them well for secondary school and beyond.



Northampton International Academy
55 Barrack Road
Northampton
NN1 1AA
 
www.nia.uk.com 
 
Tel: 01604 212811
 
Email: info@nia.uk.com

http://www.nia.uk.com/

